
 

 

 

 

HONORING THE RICH HISTORY OF NEEDLEWORK  
Editorial Calendar 2016  
 

People with a passion for traditional knitting, embellished clothing, and beautiful 
lacework—all made by hand—are PieceWork magazine’s core audience. 
PieceWork explores the personal stories of traditional makers and what they 
made, and investigates how specific objects were crafted and the stories behind 
them. In-depth how-to techniques and step-by-step projects make the traditions 
come alive for today’s knitters, embroiderers, lacemakers, and crocheters.  

January/February 2016—HISTORICAL KNITTING 
 

Our 10th annual look at knitting’s rich legacy will feature stories about 
extraordinary knitters and extraordinary knitting, technical insight gleaned from 
knitting’s rich traditions, and how modern knitters continue to use traditional 
knitting patterns and techniques. Send us your in-depth compelling profiles of 
knitters from the past and projects that bring the rich history of knitting to the 
21st century for this hugely popular issue.  

Proposal deadline: June 1, 2015 

 

March/April 2016— DOMESTIC TEXTILES 

It’s easy to forget how our lives are surrounded with cloth, and how this has been 
true since the dawn of time. From heavy tapestries to keep out the cold to sturdy 
fabrics for wiping up spills and drying dishes; from dainty linens for the table to 

 

 



cozy blankets for the bed, people have crafted cloth that is not only supremely 
functional but also beautiful and expressive. You might have examples in your 
trunk of family treasures, or you might have seen intriguing examples in your local 
museum.  Send them on! 

Proposal deadline: July 15, 2015 

 

May/June 2016—A CELEBRATION OF LACE 

The 9th annual lace issue celebrates ethereal magnificent lace and its importance 
in history. Lace has been a catalyst for intrigue, higher taxes, economic well-being, 
and war. A knitted lace bridal veil, a bobbin-lace shawl, a crocheted lace collar, a 
tatted edging, and a needle lace insert show off the many facets of lace. All forms 
of lace will be included in our most popular issue. 

Proposal deadline: September 14, 2015 

 

July/August 2016—COUNTRY LIVING 

What would a 19th-century farm wife need in her hope chest? What would an 
inventory of her linen closet reveal? What tea towels and aprons would hang in 
her country kitchen? Such humble textiles tell stories; stories of the lives they led 
and the hands that crafted them into homely beauty. Knitted lap robes, rag 
carpets, cunningly embroidered hot mats—we’re seeking those everyday pieces 
that were part of country life and that bring a twinge of nostalgia to our readers. 

Proposal deadline: November 13, 2015 

 

September/October 2016—HANDWORK AND THE MYSTERY GENRE 

Odd how needlework of all kinds turns up in so many mystery novels. And odd 
how many needleworkers are devoted to this type of delicious escape literature. 



Send us stories derived from your favorites, send us projects that harbor clues or 
evoke the atmosphere of a well-told tale. Compelling examples with a project 
based on each, including knitting, lacemaking, embroidery, knotting, crocheting, 
will highlight this special twist on our annual literary issue. 

Proposal deadline: January 15, 2016 

 

November/December 2016—SILK 

This most precious of all fibers has been at the heart of wars, intrigue, early global 
trade, and some of the most exquisite textiles known to history. Yet its production 
has often been the work of humble peasants, some of whom continue to carry on 
the tradition, from rural Japan to the highlands of southern Mexico. This special 
issue will gather the most intriguing and unexpected lore and the finest and most 
interesting textiles and projects we can find. 

Proposal deadline: March 15, 2016 
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